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should have loved the garb, the matter was quite out of
the question. But he was most amiably insistent in his
unselfish advice, and assured me It was quite right, and
even obligatory, that I should array myself in the longed-
for uniform without delay. He lived in chambers adjoining
mine at the club, and he would most affably drop in before
dinner and return to the subject in which he evinced special
interest. He was a notorious gobe-wouche, and it seemed
not unfair to try and give him a fall. So, at last, I pretended
to be somewhat taken with the soundness of his arguments,
and promised to see Ranken, the tailor, on the subject, who,
my friend thought, might be able to supply a full-dress
uniform second-hand. Good chance arranged for me that
just at that time Temple, rny cousin, who was employed
upon the Finance Commission, went down to Burmah on
tour. He left to me the charge of his horses and some of
his chattels, among which was a blue - and - gold political
uniform, that of my desires. So I laid a trap for my in-
sistent counsellor and friend, whom I expected to come in
on his usual visit before dinner. Temple's paraphernalia
were therefore laid out on the couch in my sitting-room.
These I covered up carefully with a rug, but I was equally
careful to allow the tell-tale hilt of the sword, the comer
of an embroidered sleeve, and the end of the gold-laced
trousers just to peep out from below the cover; and the
semicircular proportions of the cocked - hat could not be
mistaken as they asserted themselves boldly beneath the
covering. Gobe - mouche did not fail in his visit, and the
bait took. When he entered I was discovered nervously
occupied in trying to cover up these splendours; but I
threw myself into an arm-chair and pretended to be deep
In the * Revue des Deux Mondes/ Gobe-mouche's eagle eye,
however, embraced the whole situation at a glance, as the
tell-tale contours of the cocked-hat would have baffled even the
most astute measures of concealment. A gleam of intense
satisfaction overspread his fleshy features, and he ineffect-
ually attempted to cover his emotion by some common-